240        HOW HE WON THE V.C.
It was often want of proof,
Or because the Staff were jealous. "When I worked as a sub, I had many a snub
For daring to be too zealous.
" I blew up the Delhi Gate,
And hoped the cross to receive, But they simply wrote me ' Absent
Prom duty, without taking leave.' I fancy they were afraid
That I might capture the town, And rob their wonderful generals
Of glory and great renown.
" And then I charged the Pandies,*
And saved that young fool, Dory. As brave an act as any, in fact,
That is sung of in ancient story. But the crisis upset his reason,
For Dory was ready to swear That 'twas he in the strife who had saved my life,
And the cross should therefore wear.
" He was hit and dropped the reins,
When I sprang to his horse's back, And striking right and left,
I brought him out of the rack; But the beggar made good his story,
While ray tale was openly spurned, And they gave that blighter, Dory,
The cross which I had earned. * The mutineers.